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It’s Not Easy Serving God 
by Vernon Broyles III | Presbyterian Today  

But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O 
Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” He got up, and ate 
and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night 
there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, 
Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; 
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, 
to take it away.” — 1 Kings 19:4; 8–10 

Done right, service to God is not an easy task. From the beginning, the people of 
God struggled with the issue of faithfulness; and those who were chosen to lead them, especially the prophets, were often 
confounded by the worldly challenges around them and the inner challenges of disobedience within the community of God’s 
people. The church of Jesus Christ, born out of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord, and blessed by God as the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to make all things new, has often fared no better. We have had mutinies within the Christian 
family over basic differences of interpretation of God’s instruction and internecine struggles for earthly power and privilege. 
The claim has been made that we live in a “Christian nation,” but where is the evidence? If it is true, why the gross 
discrepancies between those awash in wealth and those who struggle for daily bread? Why do those in power slam the door 
when so many are following Jesus’ mandate to open their arms to welcome the dispossessed and the stranger? Why do some 
claim we do not have a racial problem, while people of color are hounded by law enforcement and their children are exiled 
to substandard schools in the ghettos? Many who yearn and work for the day of justice cringe when they turn on the 
television every day, wondering what new crisis or tragedy will be reported. And no amount of trust in “government by the 
people” assuages the anxiety over what government agencies and high-ranking individuals will do next. 
Many of God’s leaders labor tirelessly to change these realities, but it is hard not to reach the same point of consternation 
that Elijah and other prophets did, crying out over the din of ecclesiastical conflict, “Lord, these people have so muddled the 
image of Christ in their tribal wars that I could just die!” And yet by the power of the Holy Spirit, God continues to use 
people of faith to God’s glory. Earthen vessels that they are, through them God carries out the divine purpose. What better 
time to rejoice amid frustration and despair than to approach Holy Week celebrating Christ’s victory over the grave and to 
renew our hope in God’s faithful promise that the future is in God’s hands! 

Mary H. Soderberg Scholarship Application is now Available!  

This scholarship has been established in the name of 
Mary H. Soderberg. The intent of this 

scholarship is to assist church members 
pursuing post-secondary education goals.  

Requirements: 1. The applicant must be a 
member of First Presbyterian Church of 

Skaneateles. 2. The applicant must have documented full or part-
time enrollment at an accredited college, university, technical school or 
other post-secondary education program.    3. The applicant must 
submit one letter of recommendation from a non-family church member 
that has not endorsed another applicant for this scholarship. 

Download Application at www.skanpresby.org/documents/minutes
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Why does the day of Easter change every year?  

In 325 CE the Council of Nicaea established that Easter would be held on the first 
Sunday after the first full moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox.(*) From 
that point forward, the Easter date depended on the ecclesiastical approximation of 
March 21 for the vernal equinox. 
Easter is delayed by 1 week if the full moon is on Sunday, which decreases the 
chances of it falling on the same day as the Jewish Passover. The council’s ruling is 
contrary to the Quartodecimans, a group of Christians who celebrated Easter on the 
day of the full moon, 14 days into the month.  
[The vernal equinox in the Northern Hemisphere marks the date when the Northern 
Hemisphere starts to tilt toward the sun, which means longer, sunnier days. In the 
Northern Hemisphere, the March equinox is called the vernal equinox, because it 
signals the beginning of spring (vernal means fresh or new like the spring). Of course in the Southern Hemisphere this 
time represents the autumnal equinox. Nevertheless, even though autumn is in full swing and winter is coming, Christians 
in the Southern Hemisphere celebrate Easter at the same time for a variety of reasons.  A big thank you to all of our church family who contributed canned goods to the Easter 

Baskets and candy for our goodie bags. This year we served 72 families a nice Easter 
dinner. This breaks down into 60 adults, 28 children, and 52 seniors. By all working 
together we made this holiday special for the members of our community.

As the first quarter of 2018 closes, we have had a decrease in usage. Our Pantry has 
provided 3,646 meals to our residents since January. This reflects a down turn in usage 
from past years and that is very good to report.

The Lutheran Nursery School visited the Pantry and made goodie bags for the seniors 
and enjoyed a tour under the direction of Nancy Tiedemann, a founding Board member. 

Judy Gelston

Goodie bags from the 
Lutheran Nursery School. Packing for Easter. Lutheran Nursery 

School tour.

Skaneateles Ecumenical Food Pantry — April 2018  
by Judy Gelston  
A big thank you to all of our church family who contributed canned goods to the Easter Baskets and candy for our goodie 
bags. This year we served 72 families a nice Easter dinner. This breaks down into 60 adults, 28 children, and 52 seniors. By 
all working together we made this holiday special for the members of our community.  As 
the first quarter of 2018 closes, we have had a decrease in usage. Our Pantry has provided 
3,646 meals to our residents since January. This reflects a down turn in usage from past 
years and that is very good to report. The Lutheran Nursery School visited the Pantry and 
made goodie bags for the seniors and enjoyed a tour under the direction of Nancy 
Tiedemann, a founding Board member.  
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As the first quarter of 2018 closes, we have had a decrease in usage. Our Pantry has 
provided 3,646 meals to our residents since January. This reflects a down turn in usage 
from past years and that is very good to report.

The Lutheran Nursery School visited the Pantry and made goodie bags for the seniors 
and enjoyed a tour under the direction of Nancy Tiedemann, a founding Board member. 
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MISSION NEWS – APRIL 2018 

All Skaneateles Mission Group 
 Volunteers to Samaritan Center 
 2nd Monday of Month – Joining the St. James Group 

Next volunteer opportunity is Monday, April 9th    2:15 – 5:00 pm 
If interested in joining – email Donna Volz pimme96@aol.com  Or call 315-673-4096 

Hope to see you on April 9th!! 

Eastern Farm Workers Association  
Men’s Breakfast held 3/4/18 – thank you Dave Graham for hosting EFWA and your donation of $100.00.  Also 
thanks to those attending that brought items for EFWA.  (10 jackets/other children’s clothing items). 

Monthly Total:  50 jackets, 10 toothpaste/tooth brushes, 20 toddler outfits, 20 sweatshirts,  20 Sweaters, 12 sets 
sheets/pillow cases, 4 afghans, 12 blankets, 1 large quilted bedspread,  4 large bedspreads.   

Thank you Mike Dempsey for picking up items collected weekly and taking to EFWA. 

Samaritan Center –“My Place” delivery 3/13/18 
  Bedspread          3 Afghans                  2 sets sheets/pillow cases 
  1 Coffee Pot           10 coffee mugs           10 drinking glasses 
  4 large pots               4 frying pans               2 sets silverware-service 10 
  10 kitchen towels           40 bath towels      1 extra large laundry detergent 
  2 large laundry baskets                   10 each winter hats, mittens, socks 
  1 duster                     6 bottles cleaning supplies 
  10 cooking utensils                    4 sets (6-piece dish sets)    

The first delivery of items was taken to the Samaritan Center for the on-going collection for “My Place”  
Thank you all for your donations!!        

Palm Sunday Brunch - March 25th  

A sincere word of thanks to all those who worked so hard behind the scenes to make Palm 
Sunday such a wonderful day. Donna Volz, Ann Fey, Judy Bobbett, Nan Corsello seemed to have 
been in charge, with all those in the Evening Circle volunteering baked goods, Owen Pardee 
gathering dishes, Eddie Hernandez setting up the tables and chairs, and Peggy Surdam 
coordinating everything. The casseroles were scrumptious, the baked goods decadent, the coffee 
delicious, but most of all the opportunity to sit at table, breaking bread in fellowship. Thank you 
to each and everyone who did so much. 

mailto:pimme96@aol.com
mailto:pimme96@aol.com
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Stations of The Cross 

A powerful soul-walk was created for Holy Week by Carol Ackles. The 14 Stations of the Cross is a Catholic tradition begun in 
Jerusalem along what is called The Via Dolorosa, Jesus’ Journey from Condemnation to Crucifixion. In Catholic Sanctuaries the 
Stations of the Cross, are depicted by paintings or plaques, in order that those who cannot physically go to Jerusalem would 
make the spiritual pilgrimage. Carol made Crowns of Thorns out of clay bisque-ware, with detailed images at the center of each, 
which she then placed in our Sanctuary windows. In addition to being available to the community from the afternoon of Palm 
Sunday through Holy Saturday, on Good Friday we began at Noon at St. Mary’s of the Lake noting their depiction of the 14 
Stations, then walked the 14 Stations through the Village as a public Witness, ending in our Sanctuary where participants could 
again pray the Stations differently. On Easter Carol created a 15th Station for our Communion Table that the Spiritual journey not 
end with the burial, but with the Resurrection of Jesus. Carol also wrote a guided meditation for this soul-walk, and provided a 
CD of a friend playing familiar hymns on the harp. 
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Maundy Thursday: The Commandment to Love 

Maundy Thursday reminds us of the inauguration of the Sacrament of 
Communion in Jesus’ Last Supper. There is something so elegant about our 
gathering at candlelit tables in the aisle and across the Chancel, but more the 
simple act of serving each other. More than any other worship service, either by 
intinction where everyone comes to the Pastors and Elders to receive, or 
traditional service by the Elders and Deacons in the pews officiated by the 
Pastors, this night everyone serves and everyone receives. A marvelous 
embodiment of Jesus’ Commandment (the meaning of Maundy) that we love 
one another as Jesus loved us. 

Replacing a Beloved Treasure                 
by Craig Lindsey 

When setting up for Maundy Thursday, I tripped over the Baptismal Font. A very human 
act of not recognizing the position of our body as we move, we all have done at different 
times; but this time, the blue glass bowl slipped off of the pedestal and broke into many 
pieces. I accept full responsibility for having done so, and replaced it the same day. 
Breaking the bowl was a heartbreak for me. It is only just a glass bowl, broken beyond 
repair, and the artist is no longer in the area, however, every Worship service for 14 years 
we have used this bowl. 200 infants and adults were Baptized using this bowl, as the 
congregation extended our faith and prayers to these new believers. I was always 
charmed that after we completed our renovation of the Sanctuary: re-arranging the pews, 
installing an oak floor and Chancel, installing the Pipe Organ, laying the aisle runner up 
the aisle, everything was warm brown and gold and red, yet every window had blue as 
well, and this bowl brought that color to the Chancel.  
In 2004 I had found the bowl in an Artisans shop in Ithaca, reflecting colors of light 
differently depending upon where you stood and where the light reflected. Earlier that 
year, I had questioned what to do with the Baptismal Font on weeks when there were no 
Baptisms, and I happened upon the idea of beginning our worship in quiet meditation, as along with the water we pour out all 
the broken stuff and accomplishments of our lives, before being ready to take in something new. Truth be told, the glass bowl 
was very shallow, and the Deacons feared “accidentally baptizing” someone as they carried the water following worship. The 
new bowl is fashioned of less breakable Walnut, much deeper for the Deacons to carry safely. But I, and many in the 
congregation, will miss that glass fount and our memories. I am sorry to confess I broke it. 

Transitional Ministry 

As Continuing Education this year, Pastor Lindsey went to Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
for training as a Certified Transitional Minister. This training was formerly called Interim 
Ministry Training; however, in recent years the Seminaries have come to understand that 
instead of Churches being static for an Installed Pastor’s term, needing conflict resolution 
during the Interim; or that Systemic Change could only occur during a long-term Pastor, and 
Interims attempted to make no footprints; that “Change” is now the only constant in the 
Church.  
There were years 1994-2003 which we as a Church might look back upon as building years, 
thankfully repaying all debt by 2008. There were years when we built houses locally for 
Habitat for Humanity, when we hosted BOCES Alternative School, re-built Presbyterian 
Manor as Suites, began serving Sunday dinners at the Manor, hosted Bosnian refugees then 
South Sudanese then began going to South Sudan, which were Missional years.  
There have been years when we focused on expansion of Music and Christian Education, and 
having an Associate Pastor. Lately the world seems to go from crisis to crisis, but for over 
2000 years, over 217 here in Skaneateles, the Church has persevered through all the seasons. 
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The Pastor is a Tool             
From The Pastor Craig Lindsey 

In a recent discussion, I explained that a Pastor is really just a tool. You have your faith and 
relationship to God in Christ. Pastors and Associate Pastors are here for you to use, but 
sometimes people choose to not do so. That is their right. After 34 years ordained experience, 
two seminary degrees and experience on each of the committees of Presbytery, Synod and 
General Assembly, I hope I can be of help. According to your action (2013) as a Congregation 
and Presbytery’s I have responsibility as Pastor for Worship, Personnel, Property, Mission, 
Finance and Stewardship. Associate Pastor Bolivar has responsibility for Technology, Youth 
and Christian Education. However, Committee Chairpersons run their meetings, Committee 
volunteers share their ideas and make decisions, bringing these back to the Session for 
coordination and implementation.  
In essence, the Pastor is installed in a local Church as the Presbytery’s representative to serve 
and guide you. There was a time, when all the Committees of the Church met at the same time 
on the same night, and the Pastor floated between each of these to listen, address any 
questions, and offer wisdom only a Pastor has to know.  
There have also been times when our Committees had regular separate meeting times each 
month and the Pastor attended every meeting. Church Committees were a 20th century idea, 
prior to Rev. Dr. John Dobson the Minutes show that our Church had no Standing Committees 
and the Session only met once each year on Christmas Day; and people trusted the Pastor to do whatever was necessary to 
minister to the needs of the Church. We should also confess that there was a time in the 1800s when the Session met very 
regularly, to judge and discipline believers for immorality, a time none of us want to return to visit. 

Around the Synod of the Northeast 
The Challenges and Opportunities of 21st Century Ministry 

CNY Presbyteries Partnership Spring Gathering: April 12-14, 2018  
FEATURING GA CO-MODERATOR JAN EDMISTON  
  
An invitation from the Leadership Team of the Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery.  
Relying less on buildings and more on the Spirit, churches and presbyteries in Central 
New York are invited to discover new understandings of their mission and witness 
during the Synod sponsored Spring Gathering, April 12-14, 2018, at Pebble Hill 
Presbyterian Church in DeWitt.  
This event is open to all pastors, elders and church members, and churches are 
encouraged to send teams of two or more. This is a great opportunity to learn, grow, 
worship, enjoy fellowship and help build stronger connections with our CNY brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 
The Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston [Co-Moderator of the 222nd General Assembly, and 
now General Presbyter for the Presbytery of Charlotte] will lead worship and 
offer three keynotes focusing on a specialty area for her: The Challenges and 
Opportunities of 21st Century Ministry. 
Workshops for Cayuga-Syracuse participants* will focus on what it would mean to be 
less tied to the traditional institutional understanding and ways of being church or 
presbytery and instead freed to become the life-giving, missional body of Christ we are 
called to be; what tools we might need for such a journey; and what kind of leaders we would need for this journey. 

Registration deadline is April 6.  Register on-line at https://tinyurl.com/y8dleee3  
or contact Lori Hylton at Lori.Hylton@synodne.org or 315-632-5698, ext. 3.  

Come for the whole event, or attend the portions your schedule allows. 

*Participating presbyteries include Cayuga-Syracuse, Susquehanna Valley, Utica, Northern New York and Albany. 
Participants involved in Ministry/COM will follow a specialized tract during this event. For more information on the COM 
tract, contact Rev. Garret Anderson at revgarrettanderson@gmail.com.  
For more information on the event in general, contact Linda Russell at lsruss@aol.com or 315-632-5698, ext. 1. 
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April Birthdays 
Jill Marshall 4/1  
Carol Gassler 4/1 
J.P. Soderberg 4/5  
Sky Graham 4/6 
Heidi Cross 4/7 

Mary Lambdin 4/10  
Kristin Bernazzani 4/16  
Louise Hancock 4/16  
Ralph Jurgensen 4/16 

Lew Reid 4/17  
Kay Barton 4/20 

Judy Krieger 4/25  
Nicholas Rottger 4/24 
Rachel Rhoads 4/27  
David Rottger 4/29 

Sue Grady 4/29  
Todd Marshall 4/30  

April Anniversaries  
Sandy and Steve Frackenpohl 

* If your birthday OR Anniversary is in 
April and you do not see your name, 
please email… to be added it.  
revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

Manor News March 2018 
We need Sunday Servers for April and May.   
The meal is already prepared.  Just heat, serve and enjoy the food and 
fellowship with the residents. The sign-up sheet is in the Sims Room. 

Chair Yoga, led by Kari Williams, continues 
to be a popular weekly activity and each 
month the residents look forward to Byron 
Lee’s musical talent as he sings and strums 
his guitar to favorite songs. 
New this month was a slide program, “The 
Life and Times of William Seward”, 
presented by the Seward House. The 

Manor will host the annual Mother’s Day 
Plant Sale at church, May 13.  There is always a large selection of 
beautiful hanging baskets. Proceeds are used to provide entertainment 
at the Manor. Each Sunday we count on volunteers to serve the noon 
meal at the Manor so that Robbin can have the whole day off.  The 
residents really enjoy and appreciate having our congregants stop in to 
help and share a 
meal.   
We would like to 
thank Margie 
Sutton (board 
member), Sandy 
and Tom 
Holbrook, 
Rachel Ryan and 
Alec Osiecki, 
Sandy and Bill 
Nichols for 
covering March 
Sundays. 

MEN’S BRUNCH - APRIL 15TH  
Larry Weiss returns Sunday, April 15 to review author James Kugel’s new book The Great 
Shift Encountering God In Biblical Times. Kugel, a graduate of both Yale and Harvard, 
is a specialist in the Hebrew Bible and the Dead Sea Scrolls. He was a Professor of 
Hebrew Literature at Harvard and is currently Professor Emeritus of Bible at Bar Ilan 
University in Israel. 
Larry will take a brief look at how ideas about gods, goddesses and our Christian God in 
the Middle Ages shifted from Stone Age to recent times and how this may evolve going 
forward. We read today about Adam and Moses talking before the living presence of the 
deity. In their reality there is no question whether God existed or not, only how people 

came to him or he to them. 
Please join us for another thought provoking session. All are invited for our delicious pancakes, French toast, sausages 
and fruit.  Regular and decaf coffee, tea and juice are also served. Cost is still only $5.00 and children and teens are free.  

mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
mailto:revbolivar@skanpresby.org
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Personnel Committee 
The mission of any church should include having processes in place to ensure that the 
church is meeting the needs of its congregation. A very important part of that is 
routinely reassessing where we are as a church in terms of the personnel ministering to 
those needs. This includes Pastors as well as Music staff, house and grounds-keeping, 
Business Administrator, and Christian Education/nursery services.   

A new committee for this purpose has been formed, consisting of Michele Wheatley, 
Jill Marshall, Doug Rutan, Donna Volz, Doug Hamlin, and Heidi Cross.  We are just in 
the initial stages and are excited to perform this work! Our first task will be to 
formulate a survey for the membership past and present.  

Please be sure to complete the survey once it is presented. We welcome any questions, inquiries and input, and encourage 
everyone to contact the members of the committee with any concerns.  Please feel free to personally approach any one of the 
committee members at church, or via email at the following email addresses: 

Michele Wheatley michelegwheatly@gmail.com            Heidi Cross hcross914@gmail.com 
Jill Marshall marshalljill@verizon.net                             Doug Rutan doug.rutan@gmail.com 
Donna Volz pimme96@aol.com                                        Doug Hamlin doug.hamlin@spinforward.com 

mailto:michelegwheatly@gmail.com
mailto:hcross914@gmail.com
mailto:marshalljill@verizon.net
mailto:doug.rutan@gmail.com
mailto:pimme96@aol.com
mailto:doug.hamlin@spinforward.com
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mailto:doug.rutan@gmail.com
mailto:pimme96@aol.com
mailto:doug.hamlin@spinforward.com
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